I am pleased to welcome each of you to the University of Manitoba, located on the original lands of the Anishinaabeg, Cree, Oji-Cree, Dakota, and Dene peoples, and homeland of the Métis Nation, for the Fourteenth Forum of the Word Association for Political Economy.
The opportunity presented by conferences like this Forum for colleagues to gather, share their research and to advance understanding is one that we are proud to celebrate. This year's Forum, focused on the theme, 'Class, State and Nation in the Twenty-First Century', promises a series of insightful and thought-provoking sessions. Thanks to the work of the conference organizers, the next few days will provide a plethora of opportunities to engage with colleagues and to hear from preeminent scholars from around the world while at the same time, enjoying all the hospitality that the University of Manitoba and the City of Winnipeg have to offer.
Thank you for attending and I wish you a productive and enjoyable conference. It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the World Association for Political Economy's 14th Annual Forum at the University of Manitoba, located on the original lands of the Anishinaabeg, Cree, Oji-Cree, Dakota, and Dene peoples, and homeland of the Metis Nation.
The theme of this year's Forum, 'Class, State and Nation in the Twenty-First Century' could not be timelier, with the world rapidly advancing toward multi-polarity, and politics shifting shape across the globe. Additionally, this year, we have been marking the centenary of the Winnipeg General Strike of 1919, one of the greatest social upheavals in North America, which made this continent part of that worldwide wave of unrest after the First World War. The fact that this monumental strike took place in Winnipeg is not surprising. Despite our historic city being located deep in the heart of the continent, Winnipeg has always been open to world influences. Your Forum is another instance of such influences. I wish you every success as you gather and exchange the results of your research, honour your colleagues and hear from the exciting keynote and other plenary speakers. The work of the World Association for Political Economy, organized by the Geopolitical Economy Research Group, is needed now more than ever as our global economies face new social, technological and environmental challenges. Addressing these issues is a priority at the University of Manitoba across our many diverse faculties.
I thank the World Association for Political Economy for adding Winnipeg to its illustrious roster of cities across the continents -from major European capitals to Mexico City and Hanoi among others -where it has convened annually. We look forward to developing the links this Forum will certainly help foster and build.
I wish you a very successful conference. Enjoy. Digvir S. Jayas, .C., h.D., D.Sc., P.Eng., P.Ag., FRSC Vice-President (Research and International) 
Geopolitical Economy Research Group
The Geopolitical Economy Research Group (GERG) was founded on 6 January 2015 at the University of Manitoba to 'conduct high quality research and analysis dealing with nations and their relation to the world economy' and 'propose policy alternatives … to promote human development and mutual benefit in today's multipolar world.' GERG seeks to develop new, evidence-based understandings of the economic centrality of nation-states in the world order of capitalism generally and in contributing to the emergence of today's multipolar world. By doing this, it seeks to establish a rigorous basis for practical policies to realise the political possibilities of multipolarity and the economic and technological potential of human creativity for the development of all societies.
From a range of disciplines, GERG aims to stimulate research, education, publication and collaboration that can account for the emerging historical reality of multipolarity while also exploring the problems and contradictions, domestic and international, generated by the predominantly capitalist organisation of the world and so many of its societies. Such activities will reconstruct how the actions of states in response to these contradictions have modified capitalism, and the struggles of classes and nations that have shaped these actions, and the growth of public and de-commodified spheres that have resulted. Finally, they will map the new terrain on which political forces can now act to orient national and the international economies in equitable and ecological, cultural and creative directions. 
